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Agenda  

1. Why do we pay taxes?  

2. Forms to complete for your employer  

3. What’s a W-2 or a 1099-MISC?  

4. What’s in a tax refund?  

5. Tax credits   

6. Free file services  

7. Paid preparers  

8. Identity theft 

9. Refund anticipation loans and checks  

10. Refund options/Payment options  
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What Are Taxes? 

Federal 

 Public services 

 Highway and road maintenance 

 Parks and recreation 

 Schools 

State 

 Public services 
 Highway and road maintenance 
 Parks and recreation  
 Schools 

 



 
W-4 IRS Withholding Allowance Certificate  
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W-4 Personal Allowances Worksheet 

 Enter “1” for yourself if no one else can claim you as a dependent. 

 Enter “1” if : 

• You are single and have only 1 job, or 

• You are married, have only one job, and your spouse does not work, or 

• Your wages from a second job or your spouses wages (or the total of both) are 1500 or less 

 Enter “1” for your spouse. But you may choose to enter  “0” if you are married and have a working 

spouse or more than one job (entering “0” may help you avoid having too little tax withheld) 

 Enter number of dependents (other than your spouse or yourself) you will claim on your tax return 

 Enter “1” if you will file as head of household on your tax return 

 Enter “1” if you have at least $2000 of child or dependent care expenses  for which you plan to 

claim a credit (Note. Do not include child support payments) 

 Child Tax Credit (including additional child tax credit 

• If you income will be less than $65,000 ($100,000 if married), enter “2” for each eligible child; then 

less “1” if you have two to four eligible children or less “2” if you have 5 or more eligible children. 

• If you total income will be between $65,000 and $84.000 ($100,000 and $119,000 if married, 

enter “1” for each eligible child. 



IT-2104 NYS Withholding Allowance Certificate  



Paycheck Stub 



W-2 Provided by Your Employer  

XXX-XX-0101 

XX-XXX0000 

XX-XXX0000 

NYSSDI 34.00 

7,500   465 

108  

414H  124.00 



1099-MISC 



Estimated Tax Payments  

 No income tax withheld during the year 

• expect to owe $300 or more in tax 

 Quarterly payments 

• January 15 

• April 15 

• June 15 

• September 15 



What is a Tax Refund? 
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Money paid to 

New York State  

(withholdings or estimated 

tax payments) 

Actual tax 

liability using 

the tax table 

Refund or  

tax due - = 



New York State Credits  

 Refundable  

 Non-refundable 

 Verification 

• self-employed (DTF-215) 

• child care for dependents or disabled (DTF-216) 

 YouTube 

 

 



Nonobligated Spouse 

 Have your own source of income and withholding 

 Spouse has a past due debt 

• student loan 

• child support 

• tax liability 

  File Form IT-280 



Free e-File Options  

 NYS Web-file - File your State return with no income limit 

 DTF Hosted FSA - File both federal and state returns  if your 
income is $60,000 or less with assistance from a tax 
department employee. 

 FSA - Self Prepared return with a household income 
threshold of $60,000 or less 

 VITA - offers free tax help to most taxpayers with income 
less than $53,000.  

 TCE - Offers free tax help to individuals who are age 60 or 
older with no income restriction. 

 



Tax Preparation Sites 

 For Online Services or to e-file Federal & State returns: 

www.tax.ny.gov 

 To locate a FSA site hosted by the NYS Tax Department:  

www.tax.ny.gov/fsa (click on your region)  

 To locate a VITA site nearest to you:  

www.irs.gov (enter key word VITA) or call 1-800-906-9887 

 To locate an AARP or TCE Tax Aide site nearest to you: 

www.irs.gov (enter key word VITA) or call 1-888-227-7669 
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Paid Preparers  

 Before you hire a tax preparer, you should ensure 
that he or she is registered with the IRS and New 
York State. 

 Don’t hire a tax preparer who asks you to sign a   
blank return.  

 You should also review a list of fees and be wary of 
high interest rates if you are offered a loan in 
advance of your refund. 

 



Refund Anticipation Loans & Checks  

What is a refund anticipation loan (RAL) or 

refund anticipation check? (RAC)  

 RAL - high-interest loan guaranteed by a future 

tax refund  

 RAC - fee driven check or bank card where tax 

preparation fees are deducted from the refund 

amount shown on return  
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Refund Options  

You can receive your return by:  

 Direct Deposit (Fastest) 

 Debit card (Faster) 

 Paper check (Fast) 
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Payment Options  

 Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) from a checking or 

savings account 

 Credit card (fee may apply) 

 Mail in a check with Form IT-201-V (whether or not 

you e-filed the return or filed on paper) 



Received a Tax Bill? 



Scams   

Example: 

“I’m calling to help determine your eligibility for certain New York 

State tax credits.  Please provide me with your social security 

number and date of birth so I can get that information for you.” 

 Visit our website to obtain a valid phone number 

 Contact us with any questions 

 Attorney General Consumer Fraud and Protection Bureau 

•  800-771-7755  

 NYS Department of State Division of Consumer Protection 

• www.dos.ny.gov/consumerprotection 



Victims of Identity Theft  

What to do: 

 Visit our website at www.tax.ny.gov/help/contact/identity-theft.htm 

 Form DTF-275, Identity Theft Declaration 

 Fax items to (518) 435-2990 (Attn: Identity Theft) or mail to:  

• NYS Assessment Receivables (Attn: Identity Theft) 

PO Box 4128, Binghamton NY 13902-4128 

 Call (518) 457-5181 

22 

http://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/current_forms/misc/dtf275_fill_in.pdf
http://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/current_forms/misc/dtf275_fill_in.pdf
http://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/current_forms/misc/dtf275_fill_in.pdf
http://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/current_forms/misc/dtf275_fill_in.pdf
http://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/current_forms/misc/dtf275_fill_in.pdf
http://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/current_forms/misc/dtf275_fill_in.pdf
http://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/current_forms/misc/dtf275_fill_in.pdf
http://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/current_forms/misc/dtf275_fill_in.pdf
http://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/current_forms/misc/dtf275_fill_in.pdf


Online Service for Individuals (cont.) 

 Respond to a bill or department notice 

 E-mail alerts 

 View Account Summary 

 View payment history 

 Watch demos and videos 

 Withholding information  

 



Department Website   

www.tax.ny.gov 

 Learn about New York State credits 

 Verify your tax preparer  

 Find a Free File location 

 Check your refund 

 Forms and instructions 

 Watch YouTube videos on New York State tax topics 



 

Questions? 

Comments?   


