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December 18, 2014
	TAX PREP FRAUDSTER PHONIED RETURNS
Enrique Figueroa Stole Identities from Puerto Rico Kids
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(Bronx, NY – December 18, 2014) – Bronx District Attorney Robert Johnson and NYS Tax Commissioner Thomas H. Mattox announce the sentencing of a corrupt tax preparer to 2 ⅓ to 7 years in prison and a judgment ordering he pay nearly three-quarters of a million dollars for his massive frauds in this and a previous case, perpetrated over several years.

ENRIQUE FIGUEROA, age 54, of 1100 Clay Avenue in the Bronx, appeared before Justice Seth Marvin in Bronx Supreme Court following his plea of guilty to:
Grand Larceny in the 2nd Degree 
Criminal Tax Fraud in the 2nd Degree (3 counts)
Repeated Failure to File Personal Income Tax 
FIGUEROA was prosecuted for filing false returns for the years 2011, 2012 and 2013, often using stolen Social Security numbers and the names of children unassociated with the taxpayers who would then claim them as dependents, in order to collect refunds to which they weren’t entitled.

The former tax preparer is adding to an already hefty bill from NYSDTF, now ordered to pay more than three-quarters of a million dollars to reimburse the state for his fraudulently-prepared returns, each of which cost taxpayers between two and five thousand dollars.

“We are committed to prosecuting bad preparers because they cheat their clients as well as the State and the City of New York, depriving us of funds used for a wide variety of public programs,” says District Attorney Johnson. “We will continue working with Commissioner Mattox and his team to arrest such criminals.”
“This case is a perfect illustration of why New York State recently launched new regulations for paid tax preparers,” says NYS Department of Taxation and Finance (NYSDTF) Commissioner Thomas H. Mattox. “Seventy percent of New Yorkers use a paid preparer to file their individual tax returns, which is why we are focused on raising industry standards to better protect taxpayers from fraud.”Noted Mattox, the Tax Department maintains a searchable database for the public of the more than 40,000 people who have registered as tax preparers or refund anticipation loan or check facilitators. 

The investigation of ENRIQUE FIGUEROA was one that followed the money, during which NYSDTF Investigator Angelique Aponte discovered the scheme to sell the names and Social Security numbers of children from Puerto Rico, their information to be used on the phonied-up tax returns.

The case against ENRIQUE FIGUEROA was prosecuted by Assistant D.A. W. Dyer Halpern of the Bronx D.A. Arson/Auto/Economic Crime Bureau with the cooperation of Robert Eisman and Arielle Singer, Associate Attorneys, Criminal Investigations Division, NYSDTF.
For Bronx D.A.:
Terry Raskyn, 718-590-2234
For NYS DTF:
Cary Ziter: 518-457-7377 
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