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Distribution of Farm and Forest Parcels by -
Property Class, 1993 Assessment Rolls

The New York State Division of Equalizétion and Assessment (SDEA) provides a set of real
property use codes which are used by assessors to describe the use of all parcels listed on
assessment rolls. The SDEA classification system is uniformly applied to all New York State

municipalities outside New York City. A description of each of the specific codes used in this report

is provided in an appendix.

Individual codes, which are three—digit, are grouped into nine general categories, referred to
as broad use categories. Broad use categories are composed of divisions, indicated by the second

digit, and subdivisions (where necessary), indicated by a third digit. The nine categories are:

Broad Use Broad Use
Category Description Category Description
100 Agricultural 600 Community Services
- 200 Residential . 700 Industrial
300 Vacant Land ’ 800 Public Services
400 Commercial 900 Wild, Forested,
500 Recreational & Conservation Lands
Entertainment & Public Parks

This report shows the number and total acreage contained within each of the twenty—four
agricultural and twenty forestland property classification codes which were valid for the 1993
assessment rolls. Additionally, property class code 321 (Abandoned Agricultural Land) was
included in the agricultural totals, and property class cbde 323 (Other Rural Vacant Lands) was

included in the forestland totals. These categories were included because it was felt that there was

~ afair degree of subjectivity involved in assessor determinations of the appripriate use class for

lands that are not actively used. While one assessor might classify such parcels as general
agricultural or forestland property in recognition of their potential or non—active use in these

pursuits, and thus assign them a 100 or 900 property class code, another assessor might well

assign similar parcels 321 or 323 property class codes.



Most municipalities provide very good information on the dimensions or acreage of the
agricultural and forestland parcels in their jurisdiction. More than 08 percent of the parcels in this
report contained such infdrmaﬁon. However, it should be noted that the acreage totals in Suffolk
County are understated because the towns of Babylon (165 agricultural and forestland parcels) and

Huntington (257 agricultural and forestland parcels) failed to report lot sizes for these parcels.

While this report summarizes the data at the county level, summaries can also be prepared

for specific towns on a limited, special-request basis.
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A4

A Recreation and Entertainment facility that cannot be classified at a division level, shouid be coded
“500” (category). ~

An amusement facility that is not a fairground, amusement park, game farm, or a social orgar_nzation
shouid be coded “530” (division). '

A fairground should be coded “531” (subdivision).

100 AGRICULTURAL

105

110

120

130

140

150

160
170

180

190

Agricultural Vacant L and (Productive) — Land used as part of an operating farm. |t
does not have living accommodations and cannot be specifically related to any of the

other divisions in the agricultural category. Usually found when an operating farm is
made up of a number of contiguous parcels.

Livestock and Products

111 Poultry and Poultry Products: eggs, chickens, turkeys, ducks and geese
112 Dairy Products: milk, butter and cheese

113 Cattle, Calves, Hogs

114 Sheep and Wool

115 Honey and Beeswax

116 Other Livestock: donkeys, goats

117  Horse Farms

Field Crops — Potatoes, wheat, hay, dry beans, corn, oats, and other field crops.

129 Acquired Development Rights — Land for which development rights have

been acquired by a governmental agency (e.g., certain agricultural
-lands in Suffolk County).

Truck Crops — Mucklands ~ Muckland used to grow potatoes, sugar beets, onions,
snap beans, tomatoes, cabbage, lettuce, cauliflower, sweet corn, celery, etc.

Truck Crops — Not Muckiands — Nonmuckiand used to grow onions, snap beans, to-
matoes, cabbage, lettuce, cauliflower, sweet corn, celery, carrots, beets, peas, etc.

Orchard Crops

151 Apples, Pears, Peaches, Cherries, etc.
152  Vineyards

Other Fruits — Strawberries, raspberries, dewberries, currants, etc.

Nursery and Greenhouse ~ Buildings, greenhouses and land used for growing nurs-
ery stock, trees, flowers, hothouse plants, mushrooms, etc.

Specialty Farms

181  Fur Products: mink, chinchilla, etc.
182 Pheasant

183  Aquatic: oysterlands

Fish, Game and Wildlife Preserves




300

900

A5

VACANT LAND

320

Rural

321  Abandoned Agricultural Land — Nonproductive; not part of an operating
farm. }

323  Other Rural Vacant Lands — Waste lands, sand dunes, salt marshes,
swamps, rocky areas, and woods and brush of noncommercial tree
species not associated with forest lands.

WILD, FORESTED, CONSERVATION LANDS AND PUBLIC PARKS

910

920
930

940

950

960

970

980

Private Wild and Forest L ands except for Private Hunting and Fishing Clubs — This
division includes all private lands which are associated with forest land areas thatdo
not conform to any other property type classification, plus plantations and timber
tracts having merchantable timber.

911 Forest Land Under Section 480 of the Real Property Tax Law
812  Forest Land Under Section 480-a of the Real Property Tax Law

Private Hunting and Fishing Clubs

State Owned Forest Lands

931  State Owned Land (Forest Preserve) in the Adirondack or Catskill Parks
Taxable Under Section 532-a of the Real Property Tax Law

932  State Owned Land Other Than Forest Preserve Covered Under Section
532-b, ¢, d, e, f, or g of the Real Property Tax Law

Reforested Land and Other Related Conservation Purposes

941 State Owned Reforested Land Taxable Under Sections 534 and 536 of the
Real Property Tax Law
942  County Owned Reforested Land

Hudson River and Black River Regulating District Land

Public Parks

961  State Owned Public Parks, Recreation Areas, and Other Multiple Uses
962  County Owned Public Parks and Recreation Areas
963  City/Town/Village Public Parks and Recreation Areas

Other Wild or Conservation Lands

971 Wetlands, Either Privately or Governmentally Owned, Subject to Specific
Restrictions as to Use

972  Land Under Watet, Either Privately or Governmentally Owned (other than
residential — more properly classified as code 315)

Taxable State Owned Conservation Easements





