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June 5, 2026

Request for Proposals (RFP) 26-101 
Telecommunications Expert Consultant

Responses to Second Round Bidder Questions and Amendment #3


[bookmark: _Hlk3362932]To All Potential Bidders:
Attached are the Department’s Responses to Bidder Questions received for the above referenced RFP.
Additionally, the Department is issuing Amendment #3 as clarification to:
· Amend RFP 26-101 Exhibits, Exhibit A – Preliminary Base Contract, Pg. 5
Corrected pages are attached to this document. All additions are made in pink text and deletions are made in purple text.
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All other requirements and conditions remain as indicated in the RFP.

W A Harriman Campus Albany NY 12227 │ (518) 530-4484 │ www.tax.ny.gov




W A Harriman Campus Albany NY 12227 │ (518) 530-4484 │ www.tax.ny.gov



RFP 26-101 Telecommunications Expert Consultant | Page 1
Questions and Answers – Round 2

Table 1 RFP 26-101 DTF Responses to Second Round of Questions and Answers
	[bookmark: _Hlk191476108]
#
	RFP Reference
	Question
	Answer

	
	Section
	Page
	
	

	1
	RFP Section 1. Financial Requirements 
1.1. Purpose

RFP Exhibit A. Article III. Contractor Responsibilities 
	10
	The RFP is titled "Telecommunications Expert Consultant", and Section 1.1 states the purpose is to provide an "expert opinion on the extent of utilization" of the network. However, Exhibit A, Article III requires the Contractor to "Prepare an appraisal report for the Litigant’s Special Franchise Property ". Can the Department confirm that the required scope is strictly limited to a technical engineering analysis of network utilization, and does not require the Contractor to perform, e.g., a financial or real estate appraisal?
	Yes, the scope does not require the Contractor to perform a financial or real estate appraisal. The Department will amend this language.  Please see DTF Responses to Second Round of Q&A and Amendment #3 to the RFP Exhibits at Exhibit A.

	[bookmark: _Hlk191899884]2
	RFP Section 2. Scope of Services 
2.7. Milestones
 
RFP Section 7. Financial Requirements 
7.1. Fixed Cost Portion of the Project
	12



17-18
	Section 7.1 ties a 30% payment to the submission of the Draft Report (Deliverable 2), while the Final Report is due 6 months after data receipt. As it is standard practice to be ready with a draft report towards the conclusion of the analysis phase, does the Department expect the Draft Report at a specific midpoint during the 6 months, or is the timeline for submitting the Draft Report at the Contractor's discretion within that 6-month window?
	The Department will work with the Contractor to establish an appropriate timeline based on the volume of data received and the apparent complexity of the analysis. The timeline for submitting the draft report is not at the Contractor’s discretion. At this time, the Department estimates that the draft report will be completed approximately five months after the Contractor receives the data. The Department and the Contractor will then use the final month to finalize the draft into a final report.

	3
	RFP Section 2. Scope of Services 
2.3 Review Litigant’s Report


	11
	Section 2.3 notes that courtroom procedure requires the Department and Litigant to "simultaneously file their appraisal reports." Because the Litigant's report will inherently not be available for review until at or after the time the Expert delivers their own Final Report (Milestone 3), please confirm that the Expert's review and analysis of the Litigant's report is excluded from the fixed-cost requirement (Section 7.1) and will instead be billed at the established hourly rates under Section 7.2 (Cost for Additional Pre-trial and Post-trial Work).
	The Department confirms that the  Expert's review and analysis of the Litigant's report is considered a part of Section 7.2.  Cost for Additional Pre-trial and Post-trial Work Not Included in the Fixed Cost. These costs will be billed  at the  hourly rates established in the Professional Services Hourly Rates Schedule (See RFP Attachment 17 – Financial Response Form, Section 2. Professional Services Hourly Rates Schedule) and reimbursed as appropriate. 
Bidders are reminded that the cost for the additional pre-trial and post-trial work must not be included in the Fixed Cost Portion of the Project. 

	4
	RFP Section 8. Administrative Requirements
8.2.9 Workers’ Compensation and Disability Benefits Certifications

	27
	The Bidder currently has no employees physically located in New York State, but as a growing firm, may have personnel based in New York State in the near future. We note the Department's guidance in the Round 1 Q&A (Response to Question 3) and the RFP's encouragement to submit compliance forms early. If the Bidder elects to submit the exemption form (CE-200) with its proposal now, but the Bidder's exempt status changes over the course of the engagement, what is the required process for submitting the newly required NYS insurance documentation to ensure the Bidder remains strictly compliant?
	Bidders should submit new documentation in accordance with RFP Exhibit A, Article XX. P. Notices.



Contractor’s Proposal, excluding Contractor’s Proposal Clarifications.
Article III. Contractor Responsibilities
The Contractor has, by submitting its Proposal, agreed to all mandatory RFP Requirements and to provide all Services as set forth in the RFP, and all are incorporated herein by reference. In addition to the Contractor’s responsibilities set forth elsewhere in this Agreement, the Contractor shall: Prepare an appraisal report (trial ready) for the Litigant’s Special Franchise Property and testify in court at trial, if necessary.
a. Provide all Services as set forth herein and in RFP 26-101 and the Contractor’s Proposal in response to RFP 26-101.
b. Comply with the Department’s Secrecy requirements.
c. Not disclose any data or other information/materials provided by the Department to any other individual or entity except as expressly provided by law. The data provided, while in the custody of the Contractor, must be kept confidential, and the Contractor must take all reasonable and prudent steps to ensure the data is fully protected and secured.
d. Pay, at its sole expense, all applicable permits, licenses, tariffs, tolls and fees and give all notices and comply with all federal, state and local laws, ordinances, rules and regulations of any governmental entity in conjunction with the performance of obligations under the contract.
e. Maintain insurance as required in RFP 26-101 and as set forth in this Agreement.
Article IV. Department Responsibilities
In addition to the Department’s responsibilities set forth elsewhere in this Agreement, the Department shall:
a. Make diligent efforts to provide the Contractor with direction, assistance, procedures, and contact persons necessary to perform in accordance with this Agreement.
b. Cooperate with the Contractor to utilize, where necessary, informal dispute resolution as well as the formal Dispute Resolution process to facilitate the timely resolution of any disputes and technical problems that arise during the term of this Agreement. 
c. Provide the Contractor with access, as necessary, to DTF staff who are committed to providing the business information needed by the Contractor to perform Services under this Agreement.
d. Be responsible for the performance of its employees and agents.
e. Advise the Contractor of the security rules, procedures, and regulations that the Department may from time to time establish with respect to the Department’s premises, property, records, and data.

f. Compensate   the   Contractor   for   Services   appropriately   rendered   and   invoiced,   in 

Amendment #3 
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